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SUBJECT: VISIT OF UNDP DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR PATEL TO LAOS 

1 . UNDP DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR I.G. PETEL VISITED LAOS 
FEBRUARY 27-29 FOR "INFORMAL TALKS" WITH LAO AUTHORITIES 
ABOUT UNDP PROGRAM HERE. 

2. ACCORDING TO UNDP DEPUTY RESIDENT REPRESENTATIVE GUARDA, 
PATEL CAME TO BANGKOK IN FEBRUARY FOR MEETING ABOUT TECHNICAL 
COOPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. BECAUSE LAO OFFICIALS 
INDICATED THEY WOULD LIKE AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK WITH PATEL. HE 
ARRANGED TWO-DAY TRIP TO VIENTIANE. IN VIENTIANE, PATEL CALLED 
ON THEN ACTING PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER PHOUNE 
SIPRASEUTH. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS KHAMPHAY 
BOUPHA GAVE DINNER FOR PATEL ATTENDED BY LAO OFFICIALS. 

3. GUARDA TOLD EMBOFF THAT PATEL DISCUSSED WITH LAO OFFICIALS 
LEVEL OF UNDP PROGRAM FUNDING FOR LAOS AND TYPES OF PROGRAMS 
DESIRED BY LAO. UNDP PROGRAM FOR LAOS HAS BEEN FUNDED AT 
APPROXIMATELY 1 MILLION DOLLARS U.S. A YEAR FOR LAST SEVERAL 
YEARS. FOR 1976, LOCAL UNDP REPS HAD PLANNED TO SPEND 2.2 
MILLION DOLLARS IN LAOS. HOWEVER, GUARDA SAID UNDP "LIQUIDITY 
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WORLDWIDE. PROGRAM FOR LAOS HAD BEEN CUT TO 1 MILLION 
DOLLARS FOR 1976, BUT. IN MID-FEBRUARY AT REQUEST OF LOCAL 
UNDP OFFICE. FUNDING FOR LAO PROGRAM WAS RAISED TO 1.6 
MILLION DOLLARS FOR 1976. GUARDA STATED UNDP EXPECTED TO 
SPEND APPROXIMATELY 3 MILLION DOLLARS A YEAR ON PROGRAMS IN 
LAOS FOR YEARS 1977-1982. 

4. LAO CONFIRMED TO PATEL THAT THEY WANTED ASSISTANCE PRIMARILY 
IN FIELDS OF AGRICULTURAL AND LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT. LOCAL 
UNDP OFFICE ALSO HAS ONGOING PROIECTS IN INDUSTRY (WOOD- 
WORKING AND FOUNDRIES) AND IN EDUCATION. UNDP HAS PROPOSED 
PROJECT FOR CREATING RURAL HEALTH CENTERS. LAO HAVE AGREED IN 
PRINCIPLE BUT HAVE SPECIFIED UNDP SHOULD BRING IN SEVERAL 
CUBAN DOCTORS TO RUN THIS PROJECT. 

5. GUARDA STATED PATEL WAS CORDIALLY RECEIVED BY LAO OFFICIALS 
DURING HIS BRIEF VISIT AND LAO INDICATED TO PATEL THAT THEY 
WOULD WELCOME INCREASED UNDP ASSISTANCE. 
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